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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District

Franklin Soil and Water Supports Your Community
• Local governments receive more programming, more
technical support and more on-the-ground conservation for
their money because of state matching funds
• Expertise in grant writing, management and reporting
• Able to partner with government, nonprofit and private-sector
organizations with minimal delays and low overhead costs
Backyard Conservation and
Landowner Assistance
With the goals of improving surface
water quality and wildlife habitat,
we offer site assessment, evaluation
and technical guidance to help
landowners learn about and implement
conservation practices. Practices
include drainage management, stream
buffers, streambank stabilization, rain
gardens, rain barrels, composting
and the use of native plants. We also
offer workshops and management of
municipal cost-share programs for these
practices.

Conservation Easements
We partner with landowners, developers
and local governments to hold donated
or purchased conservation easements
along streams to improve water quality,
protect streams, restore wetlands and
protect against flooding. We use a
targeted, watershed-based approach
to make the greatest impact on stream
protection. When combined with our
Hellbranch Meadows property, our
conservation easement program has
provided permanent protection for
more than 700 acres of riparian corridor
throughout Franklin County.

Developing Lands
We provide technical services for
stormwater management and
sediment and erosion control on
developing lands. Services provided to
municipalities, developers and residents
include guidance on practices to reduce
soil loss, review of stormwater pollution
prevention plans, inspections of active
construction sites, and training in these
topics. Achieving compliance with
NPDES permit regulations reduces the
negative impacts of stormwater runoff
and improves water quality.
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Public Outreach and Participation
We provide a variety of public
education, outreach, involvement and
participation programs for townships
and municipalities to help meet the
requirements of NPDES stormwater
permits. These programs include both
print and electronic newsletters, social
media platforms, community displays,
workshops, volunteer opportunities and
stream clean-up events.

Natural Resources Mapping

We provide a variety of educational
programming to both students and
educators. Resources for students
include loan kits, in-class presentations,
field investigations, including stream
quality monitoring, and competitions
such as the Envirothon and the
conservation poster contest. All
student programs are correlated with
Ohio Academic Content Standards.
Environmental education workshops for
in-service and pre-service teachers are
offered throughout the year.

Our geomatics team uses GIS
technologies to create, collect,
manage and analyze both natural and
manmade resources. Our countywide
stream resource geodatabase includes
agricultural tile outfalls, MS4 outfalls,
stormwater lines, and surface drainage.
Land use professionals can access
digital drainage information to use
with mapping and analysis of natural
resources and built infrastructure.
We also have developed tree canopy
layers for the county, wetland potential
layers for use in plan reviews and are
developing urban watershed layers for
improved stormwater management.

Illicit Discharge Detection and
Elimination (IDDE)

Watershed Coordinator
Implementation

We assist Franklin County Public
Health in meeting NPDES Phase II illicit
discharge detection requirements for
Franklin County and local municipalities.
Dry weather screening and sampling
of outfalls is conducted in coordination
with stream resource mapping. IDDE
field staff are certified by Ohio EPA as
qualified data collectors. The IDDE data
is fully integrated into our nationally
recognized GIS geodatabase for ease of
municipal or township management.

We provide coordination services for
state-approved watershed action plans
and TMDLs in the Lower Big Walnut,
Alum Creek and Lower Olentangy
watersheds, including projects
outside of Franklin County. This
involves identifying local resources,
needs and interests for restoration
projects and providing services to
get projects implemented, including
grant writing, meeting facilitation,
public presentations, evaluation of new
technologies, demonstration projects,
overseeing project implementation and
water quality monitoring.

Environmental Education

Jennifer Fish, Director
Franklin Soil and Water
Conservation District
1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614.486.9613
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