
August, 2009

Franklin Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Fr
an

kl
in

 S
oi

l a
nd

 W
at

er
 C

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

D
is

tr
ic

t

Fr
an

kl
y 

Sp
ea

ki
n

g
A February, 2009 ODNR report states 

that soil and water conservation 
districts “have earned increased local and 
state support because they are such a cost 
effective, grass roots organization.  The cost 
to deliver assistance is often less than 30 
percent of the cost of federal counterparts 
in the same office.”  Much of our ability 
to implement conservation so efficiently 
derives from a culture of cooperation and 
collaboration.

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District’s 63rd Annual Banquet 

highlights two organizations that also depend 
on forming partnerships to effectively 
implement their missions.  The site of 
our banquet, the new Grange Insurance 
Audubon Center is located in the Scioto 
Audubon Metro Park.  The park is the result 
of a collaboration among Columbus and 
Franklin County Metropolitan Park District 
(Metro Parks), the City of Columbus, and 
Audubon, Ohio.  Additional funding and 
support was provided by Grange Insurance, 
Franklin County Commissioners, AEP, 
Limited Brands, and SWACO.  According 
to Metro Parks, it serves “as a model of 
what cooperation and civic determination 
can do to revitalize a community and restore 
habitat.”  The Grange Insurance Audubon 
Center is the first in the country located in 
the midst of a major city.

The caterer for the banquet demonstrates 
how creative people working toward 

a common mission results in continuing 
success.  LifeCare Alliance cares for our 
most vulnerable populations by creating 
alliances of health care and nutrition 
professionals with volunteers and corporate 

supporters.  One of its best known programs, 
Meals-on-Wheels, delivers over 4,000 meals 
for seniors and the chronically ill in central 
Ohio every day.  LA Catering allows the 
Meals-on-Wheels production staff to make 
full use of their creative culinary skills while 
bringing in revenue to serve additional 
clients.

Banquet attendees will be able to explore 
the beautiful new Grange Insurance 

Audubon Center, enjoy a delicious meal 
from a caterer with a cause, vote for two 
members of the Franklin Soil and Water 
Board of Supervisors, bid on items from the 
silent auction, and, to complete the evening,   
listen to the story of the remediation and 
redevelopment process that transformed the 
Whittier Peninsula.

Dinner speaker Mark Kline, RLA, ASLA, 
is a principal and founding partner in 

Kinzelman Kline Gossman, a landscape 
architecture, architecture, and urban planning 
firm.  He was part of the design team that 
recently won a Cincinnati AIA Committee 
on the Environment Sustainability Award for 
the Grange Insurance Audubon Center.  Mark’s 
expertise and wit make him a requested speaker 
on redevelopment of urban brownfields. 

Join Us for Our 63rd Annual Banquet

63rd Annual Banquet and Board of Supervisors’ Election
     Thursday, October 22, 2009
          * Election of Two Supervisors 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
          * Dinner   6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
          * Speaker and Awards  7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

For more information, call (614) 486-9613 or visit www.franklinswcd.org

Voting regulations and banquet registration are found on pages 6 and 7.

Grange Insurance Audubon Center in the Scioto 
Audubon Metro Park on the Whittier Peninsula



Franklin Soil and Water has purchased 
196 acres along Hellbranch Run in Big 
Darby Creek Watershed in western 
Franklin County. The property lies 
between Alton and Murnan Roads in 
Prairie Township. 

It is an important addition to the open 
space in the watershed because it 
contains hydric (wetland) soils, is 
adjacent to other protected properties, 
and is ecologically important to the 
health of Big Darby Creek, a state 
and national scenic river.  Protecting 
this streamside area also helps to 
meet several goals established by the 
Big Darby Accord Watershed Master 
Plan, including flood protection, water 
quality enhancement, habitat diversity, 
and wetlands preservation. 
The purchase marks the first 
fee simple land acquisition by 
Franklin Soil and Water, which 
has protected more than 450 acres 
of environmentally sensitive areas 
over the past decade through the 
establishment of conservation 
easements.  Kyle Wilson, Natural 
Resources Conservationist, had been 
working with the landowners on a 
possible conservation easement as 
part of their development plans.  The 
downturn in the housing market 
and the conservation development 

practices required by the Watershed 
Master Plan led to the owners’ 
decision to sell the property.  Not 
wanting to lose the opportunity to 
protect this section of Hellbranch 
Run, Wilson worked to secure a grant 
through the Clean Ohio Conservation 
Fund, which focuses on the 
preservation of open spaces, sensitive 

ecological areas, and stream 
corridors.
The landowners made the 
decision to provide the 
majority of the required 
matching funds by offering 
a bargain sale of the 
property.  A bargain sale, 
selling below appraised 
value, is partly a sale 
and partly a charitable 
contribution and can 
potentially be used as a 
charitable deduction for tax 
purposes when made to a 

qualified organization.
The value of the bargain sale, funds 
set aside by the Franklin County 
Commissioners for open spaces and 
flood protection, and funding from an 
Ohio NatureWorks grant combined 
to make up the matching funds 
required by Clean Ohio grants. This 
combination of funding sources 
made the project economically 
feasible for the seller and enabled 
Franklin Soil and Water to 
protect an ecologically sensitive 
area.  “This is an example of 
the win-win solution that we 
always hope to reach in land use 
decisions,” said Jennifer Fish, 
Director of Franklin Soil and 
Water. “Whether it is working 
with developers, agricultural 
producers, or municipalities, soil 
and water districts have a history 
of collaborative and cooperative 
projects that find ways to conserve 
natural resources and benefit the 
landowner.”

Franklin Soil and Water plans to use 
the site in the future for conservation 
education and as a demonstration site 
for wetland and stream restoration, 
reforestation projects, and other best 
management practices.

The Central Ohio Rain Garden 
Initiative (CORGI) has chosen 
the Brook Run neighborhood in 
Westerville to install 20 rain gardens 
next year.  Four central Ohio 
neighborhoods received information 
about rain gardens and the project 
before the decision was made (See 
www.franklinswcd.org for an article 
on the CORGI grant in the Winter 
2009 issue of Frankly Speaking.)
Education about rain gardens 
has reached over 250,000 central 
Ohio residents through brochures, 
workshops, newsletters, news articles, 
and television news stories.  The 
project, funded by the OEPA’s Ohio 
Environmental Education Fund, will 
include storm water runoff monitoring 
before and after the installation of rain 
gardens to determine how effective 
the rain gardens are in reducing storm 
water.  Runoff from the neighborhood 

Program Updates
New Darby Conservation Area

CORGI Rain Garden Grant

Director Jennifer Fish and Assistant Director Emily 
Weber walk the newly purchased property

�

Map of CORGI storm water monitoring project 



enters Condit-Nichols Ditch, a 
tributary to Spring Run, causing 
erosion and adding pollutants.
The monitoring equipment will be 
installed in September.  Rain garden 
designs are being developed, and 
the residents will have their choice 
of the type and style of rain garden 
to be installed.  The residents are 
very excited to be involved in the 
neighborhood project, and the City of 
Westerville is more than enthusiastic 
in this partnership effort.  Please visit 
www.centralohioraingardens.org for 
more information on rain gardens as 
well as information about this project.

Franklin Soil and Water is 
implementing a green infrastructure 
demonstration project at the Franklin 
County fairgrounds highlighting low 
cost techniques to improve urban 
storm water runoff.  The first phase 
was installed and demonstrated during 
the 2009 Franklin County Fair.
Storm water retrofitting maximizes 
the use of existing green infrastructure 
or creates additional features that use 
natural properties. The location of 
the retrofits consists of a large paved 
parking area, the midway, and a paved 
display surface adjacent to curbed 
lawn areas along the Edwards Building.  
A catch basin located in the middle of 
one of the grassed areas is the drainage 
point for almost 10,000 square feet 
of drainage area.  Runoff is directed 
off the pavement to the grassed areas; 
however, the placement of curbing 
along all of the edges concentrates 
flows to the open portions at sidewalks 
and down the existing grassy swale 
to the catch basin. Sediments may be 
retained in the grass, but little else to 
improve water quality is accomplished 
by using this rapidly draining system.  
Rooftop runoff is piped directly to the 
catch basin.

In order to increase the treatment 
of storm water runoff for this site, 
various low cost techniques are used. 
These techniques lengthen the flow 
path before discharge and increase 
the time of concentration on the site 
to allow greater sedimentation and 
infiltration into the soil.  They also 
retain and reuse the rainwater.  The 
existing curb stops along the pavement 
have been raised slightly at alternate 
curb sections to achieve broad sheet 
flows off the pavement area to the 
grassed areas.  Broad, low flows to 
grassed areas increase the flow path 
and the time of concentration.  This 
lessens the energy of the runoff 
allowing sediments to settle and 
infiltration to occur over more of the 
grassed areas before reaching the 
discharge point.

The catch basin has been retrofitted 
with a small overflow weir at the 
outfall.  This will create a shallow 
pool around the structure and serve 
to promote infiltration of lesser rain 
events into the surrounding soil 
while allowing larger events to flow 
normally into the existing storm 
water system.  Standing water will 
occur at the catch basin; the ground 
water and grass will benefit from the 
additional input. Infiltration of runoff 
into the soil will be rapid, and bare or 
soggy areas will not develop nor will 
potential pest problems.
A rain barrel was installed at one of 

the downspouts for storage of the 
rooftop runoff during the recent fair.  
The addition of several rain barrels would 
add to the storage of runoff during storm 
events. This helps to control downstream 
storm water volumes that erode stream 
banks and allows the reuse of a valuable 
natural resource.

This year we again held a drawing for 
a rain barrel at the Franklin County 
Fair.  Since the commissioners have 

been so supportive of our green 
infrastructure initiatives, we asked 
Commissioner Brooks to lend a 
hand.  During a tour of  conservation 
practices in the county, Commissioner 
Brooks drew the winning name. 

Outfall with overflow weir to 
increase infiltration

Program Updates 

Franklin County Fairgrounds

�

Rain Barrel Contest

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Photo

Happy winner Nancy Sorley 
and her rain barrel

 Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Photo

Franklin County Commissioner Paula 
Brooks pulls winning name as Franklin Soil 

and Water Director Jennifer Fish assists



This summer, NRCS District 
Conservationist Mary Ann Core has 
been assisting landowners who have 
developed Conservation Plans to apply 
for USDA incentive programs to help 
them fund their plans. 
Conservation planning is the first 
step in implementing conservation 
on your property.  Whether you 
are looking for stream restoration, 
wetlands creation, wildlife habitat 
improvement, or erosion control,  
Franklin Soil and Water and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service staff 
can evaluate properties and develop 
recommendations.  
Once a plan is in place, it opens up 
opportunities for eligibility for funding 
support as programs become available.  
This is critical because Federal 
programs and state grants often have 
short application times.  Properties 
that already have plans in place can 
better meet these tight deadlines
A Conservation Plan is a working 
document developed between the 
land-user and the conservationist.  It 
is the starting point for managing the 
natural resources on your land while 
maintaining its productive capacity 
and meeting individual objectives/
goals. Every management unit has 
its own unique natural resource 
concerns.  Without the application 
of proper conservation systems and 
management, human activities may 
cause natural resource problems or 
concerns that may include:
  • Soil being washed into bodies       

of  water;
•Water quality degradation   
because of improper manure      
management;

•Air transporting livestock odors or 
soil particles;

•Plants being overgrazed, the 
encroachment of invasive plant 
species, or unproductive forests; 

unproductive; 
•Animals underutilizing grassland 
potential, loss of habitat

After soil, water, air, plant, and 
animal resources on your property are 
inventoried and evaluated by you and 
the conservation planner, conservation 
alternatives will be discussed for your 
consideration.  The alternatives you 
select are recorded in the Conservation 
Plan, which becomes your road map 
for better management of your natural 
resources.
Three Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) contracts 
were granted to forest landowners 
(five acres or more of trees) to enable 
them to remove the invasive species 
bush honeysuckle and Ailanthus (Tree 
of Heaven), in addition to grapevines 
from the woods.  This will result in 62 
acres of Franklin County forestland 
having a higher rate of return 
and allow for the regeneration of 
wildflower and hardwood tree species.

Landowners also converted plans 
into contracts using the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP).  Contracts represent 39 
acres of riparian (streamside) buffer 
strips and 35 acres of wetland 
restoration on land that was being 
used for grain production or pasture.  
The landowners will receive rental 
payments for 15 years on the land set 
aside for these conservation practices.

The Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP), established in 
the 2008 federal Farm Bill, is the 
newest NRCS incentive program.  
It rewards agricultural producers 
(including forestry) for maintaining 
and managing existing conservation 
activities, as well as encourages 
producers to undertake additional 
conservation activities to address 
natural resource concerns on their 
land. Land must be private or tribal 
agricultural land or nonindustrial 
private forest land.
The CSP is available nationwide to 
all eligible agricultural producers.  
Producers may apply at any time 
for CSP; however, at least one 
ranking period will occur each year 
during which time applications will 
be selected for funding.  In Ohio, 
the current ranking period will end 
September 30, 2009.  

If an applicant is selected for 
CSP funding, a contract will 
be developed with NRCS.  The 
contract length is five years, 
with an option to extend the 
contract for another five years.  
A conservation stewardship 
plan will be developed as a 
component of the contract.  
The plan outlines conservation 
activities the participant has 
agreed to implement during 
the life of the contract. The 

CSP has an annual payment limitation 
of $40,000 and contracts must cover 
all the eligible land in the entire 
operation.  
To learn more about CSP or to access 
the CSP Producer Self-Screening 
Checklist, please visit www.oh.nrcs.
usda.gov/programs/CSP_home.html.  
To learn more about conservation 
planning or CSP, stop by our office to 
speak to a conservationist.

Conservation Planning 

Ash Seed Collection Initiative

Conservation Stewardship 
Program

Conservation Plans

�

Tree of Heaven is one example of the invasive 
species putting Ohio’s native species at risk.



Franklin Soil and Water continues 
to assist partners in complying 
with National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) 
regulations for Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer Systems.  These storm 
water requirements are regulated 
through a permitting process by the 
Ohio EPA.  A revised general permit 
was issued on January 30, 2009. As 
the second five-year permit in the 
NPDES program, some changes were 
made to better protect surface water 
quality.
To comply with these regulations, all 
communities in Franklin County are 
required to develop, implement, and 
support a Storm Water Management 
Program (SWMP) to protect water 
quality and satisfy the water quality 
requirements of Ohio Revised Code 
(ORC) 6111 and the Federal Clean 
Water Act.  
This program overlaps with long 
standing programs at Franklin Soil 
and Water including public education, 

mapping streams and potential 
pollution sources, protection of open 
space including stream corridors 
and wetland areas, reviewing and 
inspecting development plans and 
construction sites, and encouraging 
sound pollution prevention practices. 

The first step in complying with 
these new regulations is to update 
the program plan.  Franklin Soil and 
Water Board member Katie Renner 
facilitated a meeting for the county 
SWMP that utilized working groups 
of those who implement storm water 

regulations.  This process identified 
the best management practices from 
the first permit period along with 
innovative ways to further protect and 
improve the county’s waterways.  
As part of the county SWMP, a 
pollution prevention training for 

county-owned facilities was held 
in August.  Franklin Soil and 
Water will continue to coordinate, 
with regional partners, the  annual 
Central Ohio Storm Water and 
Erosion Control Expo each spring 
and the quarterly Central Ohio 
Storm Water Roundtables.  The 
next Roundtable will be held in 
November.  

Franklin Soil and Water staff are 
currently working with several 
municipalities to update their storm 
water programs to meet community needs 
and comply with current regulations.  
The SWMP also serves as an effective 
communication tool between 
Ohio EPA, elected officials, local 
government staff, and the public.

Thursday, June 4, 2009 was a cool, 
sunny day for the Franklin Soil 
and Water Conservation Bus Tour.  
ODNR Division of Soil and Water 
Resources Chief David Hanselmann 
gave the tour introduction to a crowd 
of public and private natural resource 
professionals as well as volunteers 
and elected officials.

District staff shared the results of 
successful conservation programs 
which were implemented through the 
support of partners and local elected 
officials.

Among the conservation practices 
highlighted were riparian 

setbacks, conservation easements, 
green infrastructure, cost-share 
opportunities, construction BMPs, 
land purchase, physical continuity of 
conservation projects, illicit discharge 
detection, backyard conservation, and 
educational opportunities. 

Conservation Bus Tour

�

Chief Hanselmann addresses 
bus tour attendees 

John Bailey discusses possible illicit 
discharge into a storm drain system on 

the new Darby Conservation Area 

Kyle Wilson explains a conservation 
practice while being filmed by Channel 4

Storm Water Planning

A Franklin County NPDES training 
during the last permitting period. 



63rd Annual Election of the Board of Supervisors

�

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of Supervisors of the 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District to be held in accordance with Chapter 1515 of the Ohio 
Revised Code.
Residents or landowners, firms, and corporations that own land or occupy land in Franklin County and 
are 18 years of age and older may vote for Supervisor.  A non-resident landowner, firm, or corporation 
must provide an affidavit of eligibility, which includes designation of a voting representative, prior to 
casting a ballot.
There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot: (1) at the annual meeting, which will take place 
Thursday, October 22, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.; (2) at the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District office from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 22, 2009; or (3) by absentee ballot, 
after requesting the proper absentee request forms from the Franklin soil and Water Conservation 
District office at the following address:
     Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District
     1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101
     Columbus, OH 43215
     (614) 486-9613
Two (2) supervisors will be elected.  Names and biographical information of nominees can be found on 
our web site at www.franklinswcd.org. 



 63rd Annual Banquet ~ Green Is the New Gold ~

�

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors: Chair, Dan Binder; Vice Chair, Mark 
Dilley; Treasurer, Katie Renner; Member, Lindsay Bair; Member, Suzan Jervey.
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District receives funding from the Franklin County Board of 
Commissioners; the Ohio State Legislature; the City of Columbus; the City of Gahanna; the cities of Bexley, 
Dublin, Grove City, Hilliard, Reynoldsburg, Westerville, Upper Arlington, and Worthington; the villages 
of Canal Winchester, New Albany, and Obetz;  the Franklin County Economic Development and Planning 
Department and the Sanitary Engineer; Ohio Environmental Education Fund; Clean Ohio Fund; and technical 
assistance from ODNR Division of Soil and Water Resources and USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service.

Green is the new gold standard.  Conservation site design and green infrastructure are among 
the increasingly common practices used in sustainable development.  Franklin Soil and 

Water Conservation District is highlighting these trends by holding our 2009 banquet and Board of 
Supervisors’ election at the new Grange Insurance Audubon Center, located in the Scioto Audubon 
Metro Park near downtown Columbus.
Please join us for our 63rd Annual Banquet on Thursday, October 22, 2009, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Grange Insurance Audubon Center in the Scioto Audubon Metro Park.  The address is 505 West 
Whittier Street, Columbus, OH 43215.  The telephone number is (614) 545-5485.
Please register by October 16, 2009.  Mail registration and check (payable to Franklin Soil and Water) 
to: Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District, 1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101, Columbus OH 43215.  
Your tickets will be mailed to you.  Please present tickets at the banquet.

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________ Zip ________________________

Guests Names: _____________________________________________________________________

Please indicate number of tickets and calculate total.

Adult Ticket:   $��.00 x _____ = __________

Child Ticket: $��.00 x _____ = __________

Table of 8:        $��� x ______ = __________ 

Total Amount:                                 __________



Briefly Noted
   • A limited number of grants are 
still available for rain gardens in 
Westerville, Hilliard, and Canal 
Winchester.
   • COSI’s Rain Garden, on which we 
consulted, was dedicated August 25.
   • FACT received a grant from Ohio 
American Water for a rain garden and 
tree plantings along Spring Run.
   • FACT received a SWACO grant 
for composting workshops, with which 
we are assisting in October.
   • FLOW received grants to conduct a 
river stewardship program.  We assisted 
with rain garden and composting 
workshops for the program.

   • A Pond Clinic was held at Mrs. 
Sullivan’s Circle S Farm in May.  
NRCS and OSU Extension provided 
speakers.
   • Urban Conservationists from 
Franklin Soil and Water are currently 
helping to update county subdivision 
regulations and helping to create a 
conservation development zoning 
overlay for the Darby watershed.
   • Supplied display materials to the 
Farm Bureau for Farm Days at COSI 
in July.
   • Farm Science Review is September 
22-24 at the Molly Caren Agriculture 
Center in Madison County.

   • Seven Envirothon teams this year 
included 2 from Bexley, Reynoldsburg, 
and Centennial (Columbus) High 
Schools and 1 from Groveport 
Madison.  One of the Bexley teams 
went on to the state competition at 
Kenyon College in June. 
    • Environmental Educators from 
Franklin Soil and Water have already 
provided programming to 8,749 
students in 2009.
   • Ohio Land Use conference is 
September 16 at OSU 4H Center.
   • Franklin Soil and Water’s Board 
of Supervisors will be conducting an 
initial biological survey of our new 
property on September 12.

Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled paper.  Please recycle this 
newsletter or shred and add to your compost pile.
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