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Healthy soil gives us a variety of things, such as clean air 
and water, bountiful crops and forests, productive grazing 
lands, diverse wildlife and beautiful landscapes. So, how 
do you get healthy soil ? You can begin by testing your 
soil for essential nutrients.  There are three primary      

nutrients that are needed to promote healthy plant growth: nitrogen, phospho-
rus, and potassium. Nitrogen promotes top growth, while phosphorus helps  
develop stronger roots, plus more flower and fruit production, and potassium 
increases plant durability and disease resistance.  A soil testing kit can be     
purchased at your local nursery or garden center. After you have tested your 
soil, then it will be time to apply any missing 
nutrients. You should apply only the        
nutrients that are needed according to the 
results of your soil test, and DO NOT        
exceed the recommended amounts.  

Lawn soil health is different from garden 
soil health. For lawn soil health,  mowing 
often and leaving the grass clippings is an 
excellent lawn fertilizer. You may want a 
slow release nitrogen fertilizer, but be care-
ful not to spread fertilizers on sidewalks and 
driveways. Also, remember to consider    
using native plants or others with low       
fertilizer needs. For garden soil health, use 
compost to enhance or replace fertilizers. Choose a level site or terrace the   
garden to avoid runoff and erosion. Place fertilizer near plants rather than 
broadcasting it over the entire garden. Add organic matter to the soil by using       
manures and organic based fertilizers at a conservative rate.   

Healthy soil is the foundation for the building blocks of all 
life on earth. So take the time to get to know your soil’s 
health.   

Unlock the Secrets in the Soil through this new program of 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service at: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/
soils/health/  

To learn more about healthy soil, back-
yard conservation practices, composting, 
rain gardens, and so much more visit our 

website at www.franklinswcd.org.   
More soil information is also available 

through the Natural Resources          
Conservation Service at:  

http://soils.usda.gov. 



 

 

Kudos and Congratulations! 

    Conservation Poster Contest 

    The Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual conservation poster contest has 
    come to a close for another year! This year 12 schools with over 1200 students participated 
    from grades K-8!  Everyone did a great job portraying this year’s theme: “Where Does Your 
    Water Shed,” focusing on how we affect the quality of our local streams and rivers.            
Our county winners will be recognized at an awards ceremony at the            
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium on Saturday, June 1st. 

 

2013 Franklin County Winners 

Grades K-2 

1st Place: Liana Osei Tutu, Valley Forge Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

2nd Place: Kaiya Patterson, East Columbus Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

3rd Place: Owen Breeckner, Georgian Heights Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention:  Daria Lesmerises – Bright Path Active Learning 

Grade 3 

1st Place: Jake Meyers, St. Michael School – Columbus Diocese 

2nd Place: Julia Cable, Fouse Elementary – Westerville City Schools 

3rd Place: Besharrah Hejazin, Fouse Elementary – Westerville City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Anna Sorg, Valleyview - Columbus City Schools 

Grades 4-5 

1st Place: Alexis Ellerbroch, Westgate Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

2nd Place: Delfina Crus Perez, East Columbus Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

3rd Place: Taneyah Willis, East Columbus Elementary School -  Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Emma Frey, Binns Elementary – Columbus City Schools 

Grades 6-8 

1st Place: Kathleen Cox, Sells Middle School – Dublin City Schools 

2nd Place: Natalie Kluz, Sells Middle School – Dublin City Schools 

3rd Place: Danielle Murray, Westmoor Middle School – Columbus City Schools 

Honorable Mention: Jose Johnson, Westmoor Middle School – Columbus City Schools 

Dublin Coffman Students to attend State Envirothon 

Five students from Dublin Coffman High School will represent Central Ohio at the State Enviro-
thon Competition on June 10th and 11th at Deer Creek State Park.  The Ohio Envirothon is a high 
school environmental competition sponsored by Soil and Water Conservation Districts across the 
state.  Four teams move on to the state competition where they will compete against the top 4 teams from the 
other areas of the state.  A total of 47 teams from central and southern Ohio competed at the Area contest on 
April 30th at Strouds Run State Park.  Franklin County was well represented by teams from Bexley, Canal 

Winchester, Dublin Coffman,  Hilliard Bradley and New Albany.  We want to 
thank Jake Elder of Cox and Colvin & Associates, Inc. for partnering with 
Franklin Soil and Water to assist our teams with the preparation for this event. 



 

 

 Kudos and Congratulations! 

WESTERVILLE NORTH HIGH SCHOOL ENDS THE YEAR WILD  

High school certified as a WILD School Site 

 

 The WILD School Site program was established by the ODNR Division of Wildlife in 1994 to encourage schools to 
take action in order to improve their school yard habitat for wildlife while using the site to learn lessons in the many  
subjects of their curriculum. Since then, 130 school sites statewide have been certified.  Westerville North High School 
is now the 131st WILD certified school site and the twelfth in Franklin County. The WILD School Site certification 
serves as recognition for the hard work of both teachers and students.     

The teachers, students and school community have participated in this ongoing project not only to create a more pleasant 
school ground but also to provide wildlife habitat.  The habitat improvement projects help students recognize the needs 
and values of wildlife and ecosystems and to demonstrate ecological function.  All of the projects have served as a basis 
for various classroom lessons, a main component of the WILD School Sites program.  Science, math, and language arts 
are the subjects highlighted. After 5 years of hard work, the site includes the construction of a new outdoor classroom 
building, creation of a rain garden, installation of leaf and vermicomposting systems and habitat improvements for a  
variety of plant and animal species.  

The WILD School Sites program is considered an action extension of the national Project WILD program.  Any school 
property used by students, teachers, and the school community as a place to learn about and benefit from wildlife and the 
environment can be certified.  The sites function within the premise that every school, regardless of size and location, 
can provide outdoor educational opportunities that can and should be part of an integrated environmental education pro-
gram.  WILD School Sites that demonstrate program development and site enhancement consistent with the premises 
outlined in this program are eligible for certification as an official Ohio WILD School Site. Grants and workshops are 
available through the Division of Wildlife.  Grants are awarded up to $500 and the WSS workshops are free of charge.   
 

For more information about wildlife-related education programs, WSS grants or certification visit          
www.wildohio.com or call 1-800-WILDLIFE (945-3543). 

2013 GreenSpotLight Kids Award  
   

  Congratulations to Ohio Avenue Elementary School’s Earth Patrol Club for being chosen as the first 
GreenSpotLight Kids Award Winner!   

On May 21st GreenSpot recognized Keira Boynton’s Earth Patrol Club for the outstanding work they have done to get 
green at school.  The Club is made up of Columbus City School 3rd and 4th graders who pledge to protect the earth… ‘I 
promise to protect the earth at all times.  I will look out for nature, people, animals and insects.  I will do my best to keep 

the earth clean and save our planet’s resources, because I have the power to save the earth!’  The kids have taken on 
recycling in the classroom, spreading the word to fellow students and teachers who are now participating.  They pick up 
litter around the school, stop classmates from wasting paper towels and water, and help to promote GreenSpot’s message 
at school, at home and in the community.  A recycled glass award and letter from the Mayor was presented to students 
during their end-of-year, ‘The Art of Recycling’ event.   

GreenSpot began in 2008, as part of the city’s Get Green Columbus effort and is designed to inspire, educate and rec-
ognize residents, businesses and community groups that commit to an environmentally responsible lifestyle.  Additional-
ly, GreenSpot for Kids provides free classroom materials (geared to 1st-3rd grade), teacher resources, and an interactive 
website.  To take advantage of the program and be considered for next year’s GreenSpotLight Kids Award, teachers 
should request their free set of GreenSpot and the Dots books and classroom materials at www.greenkids.columbus.gov, 
under Teacher Resources AND register as a GreenSpot at www.columbusgreenspot.org, under JOIN.  Use the Business-
es Application to register your entire school or the simplified Community Groups Application to register your classroom.  
Get ready to Go Green with your class when back-to-school rolls around! 



 

 

Fun Projects and Places to Visit 

Preservation Parks of Delaware County Presents: Gallant Farm Preserve 
 
Do you remember gallon-jug butter churns, Victrolas, canning jars with zinc lids, and clothing made 

from printed feed sacks? Are you interested in knowing how farm families in Delaware County farmed 

during the Great Depression and World War II? A visit to the 1930s-40's farmstead at Gallant Farm Preserve at 2150 

Buttermilk Hill Road Delaware, OH 43015 includes a farmhouse museum, granary, barnyard, demonstration crop fields, 

orchard, and other features of a typical family farm. Funds for the 2003 purchase of Gallant Farm Preserve and the    

construction of an entrance drive were obtained through a grant from the Clean Ohio Fund.  Preservation Parks is still 

gathering authentic furniture, tools, toys, equipment and accessories – everything a 1930's-40's family would use to outfit 

a farmstead. Your donation could become part of history, and would be much appreciated!  Call 740-524-8600, ext. 1 for 

more information.             

“Geo Walk” at the Ohio State Fairgrounds. 

The new Geological Walk Through Time (or “Geo Walk”) at the Ohio State Fairgrounds provides Ohio educators and 

students a unique teaching and learning experience that compliments the new State of Ohio Revised Science Standards 

and Model Curriculum. Dedicated in 2012, the new Geo Walk is a 286-ft-long brick path that takes visitors through 450 

million years of Ohio’s geologic history. The interactive exhibit features large rock specimens characteristic of each geo-

logic period, from the Cambrian through the Pennsylvanian, which visitors can touch and examine up close. Other speci-

mens include industrial minerals, such as coal and salt; building and canal stones; and other rock types, like flint, that 

have been important in Ohio’s cultural and economic development. Central to the Geo Walk is a map of the state’s bed-

rock geology—thought to be the largest outdoor geological map in the world—where visitors can stand and pinpoint their 

home counties and learn what lies beneath their backyards and neighborhood streets. Posted URL codes enable visitors 

using personal electronic devices to learn more as they follow the pathway. Ohio educators will find the Geo Walk adapt-

able to many instructional methods, especially when combined with other educational materials available from the Ohio 

Geological Survey. Therefore, the Geo Walk is suitable for helping to meet state science standards for such topics as fos-

sils; rocks types; energy and mineral resources; landforms; geologic processes; glacial geology; and geologic time. Guid-

ed tours also can be tailored to meet other state standards, such as those for social studies, by demonstrating the vital con-

nections between geology and Ohio’s development as a state.   

Groups interested in a tour should contact Jason Fallon at jason.fallon@dnr.state.oh.us or (614) 265-6842. 



 

 

Teacher Workshops at the Zoo 
 

Join the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium for teacher workshops this summer! Interdisciplinary classroom        
activities, guest speakers and Zoo tours will provide content knowledge as well as hands-on ways to explore 
life science topics with your students. Participants must be prepared for the weather and are expected to walk 
short distances. The fee is $100 per participant for each workshop. Graduate level credit is available for each 
workshop through Ashland University for an additional fee of $175. 
 

 Ohio Wildlife    Exploring Adaptations and Behavior 
 June 18 and 19, 2013     August 7 and 8, 2013 
 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM     8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
 
To register for these workshops, please visit 
wwww.columbuszoo.org and click on Learn 
at the Zoo. The workshops are listed in the 
“Just for Teachers” section. 

Upcoming Events for Educators    

Project Learning Tree - Ohio Summer Workshops 

 

Registration is open for the following central Ohio Project Learning Tree - Ohio summer-time PLT For-
estry themed  PreK-12 professional development workshops based on the Ohio Division of Forestry focus 
issues. PLT curriculum materials are for all youth educators and align with state and national education 
standards. See www.plt.org for correlations to the standards. Participants receive PLT materials for PreK-8, 
the newest (2012) Secondary PLT Module and additional educational resources. All workshops are 9AM – 
4PM and have limited space. Lunch will be provided. There is a $10 registration fee per participant. 

 

June 11 & 12 at Vinton State Forest, McArthur, with the theme “Forest Wildlife and Biological  

Diversty”  Contact Lynn Prater at lynn.prater@dnr.state.oh.us or phone #   740-774-1596 ext. 0 for        
additional information and to register. 

 
June28 at Caesar Creek State Park, Waynesville, with the theme “Public Benefits of Forests” .  Contact 
plt@dnr.state.oh.us or 614.265.6701 for additional information and to register. 

 
August 1 at Adena Historical Site, Chillicothe, with the theme of “Sustainable Forest Management”.   
Contact plt@dnr.state.oh.us  or 614.265.6701 for additional information and to register. 

 
August 8 at Muskingum County Park District Office, Zanesville, with the theme “Health and Vitality of 

Ohio Forests” , includes tour of Conifer Grove at Mission Oaks Gardens. Contact plt@dnr.state.oh.us  or 
614.265.6701 for additional information and to register. 



 

 

 
Upcoming Events for Educators    



 

 

  

Interactive Educator Workshops at COSI 
 

COSI Summer 2013 Teacher Professional Development Workshops 
 
Join COSI's team of science educators for hands-on workshops that will energize and inspire you for the coming 
school year. All workshops take place at COSI in downtown Columbus unless otherwise noted. Register for just 
one workshop, or save by registering for two, three, or all four. Questions? Please call 614-228-2674 or email: 
call_center@mail.cosi.org.  
 

Bridging the Gap to the Ohio Core for Science – Physical Science for Grades 4-8 
Thursday, June 6 and Friday, June 7, 2013 (8am-4pm) 
Examine the "new" science content coming in the Ohio Science Core, Physical Science Strand grades 
4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry experiences to these new standards.  

  

Integrating Science and Language Arts for Grades 4-8 
Tuesday, June 25 and Wednesday, June 26, 2013 (8am-4pm) 
Embed reading and writing in your science lessons with children's literature that reinforces science 
concepts. You will review a number of science-related children's literature selections and media while 
participating in inquiry-based, hands-on activities that can be easily replicated in your classroom.  

 
 

Bridging the Gap to the Ohio Core for Science – Earth and Space Science for Grades 4-8  
Thursday, July 18 and Friday, July 19, 2013 (8am-4pm) 
Examine the "new" science content coming in the Ohio Science Core, Earth and Space Science Strand 
grades 4-8 and discover ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry experiences to these "new" 

   standards.  

 
Bridging the Gap to the Ohio Core for Science – Life Science for Grades 4-8 
Thursday, August 8 and Friday, August 9, 2013 (8am-4pm) 
Examine the "new" science content coming in the Ohio Science Core, Life Science Strand grades 4-8 
and discover ways to integrate engaging activities and inquiry experiences to these new standards.  

Upcoming Events for Educators    

 FREE COSI Teacher Resource Fair Tuesday, August 6, 2013, 10am-2pm  
 

Visit COSI's classic exhibitions and meet representatives from your favorite Ohio organizations that support 
teachers. Included is free general admission to COSI, plus a free movie on COSI's Extreme Screen, fun freebies, 
door prizes, and lots more! This free event is EXCLUSIVELY for certified teachers, non-formal educators and 
afterschool educators. All attendees must present a valid school/employer ID, copy of a valid teaching certificate, 
or school pay stub   as proof of teacher status at check-in.  Please follow this link: 
http://www.cosi.org/educators/professional-development/resource-fair 



 

 

Inspiration for Physical Education: Breathe New Life Into Your Program 

Highlighting PE Standards in the Outdoors July 24th & 25th 2013 

 

Participate in activities that are ideal for an outdoor setting and are aligned to the Ohio Standards for Physical 
Education. Discover field trip locations and resources that can enhance physical education   lessons. Work with 
local agencies to develop meaningful lessons. Discover integrated curricula that are designed to keep students 
active. Participate in: unstructured nature play, ladder ball, lacrosse, kayaking, canoeing, and more. Create 
equipment using PVC pipe. Learn techniques for adapting activities for students with  disabilities. This work-
shop is designed for all non-formal and formal educators. The workshop fee is $50.  Earn 1 graduate credit hour 
through Ashland University by attending both days of the workshop and successfully completing all assign-
ments. The cost is $175 per credit hour payable to Ashland University at the workshop. 

Contributing Agencies include: Metro Parks, Oakstone Academy Schools Ohio Department of Education; Ohio 
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Ohio Machine Lacrosse Partner.  

Register online or by mail at: www.metroparks.net; 

Susan Boggs, c/o Metro Parks, 1069 W. Main St., Westerville, OH 43081 

Questions: call or email Susan at 614-895-6211 or sboggs@metroparks.net 

Cost: $50 workshop fee 

Upcoming Events for Educators    

Healthy Water, Healthy People (HWHP) Facilitator Workshop  

When: Thursday, June 6, 2013 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Where: Deer Haven Preserve, 4183 Liberty Road  Delaware, Ohio 43015  

 

HWHP is an innovative water quality education program sponsored by Project WET and the 
Hach Scientific Foundation, offering hands-on activity guides, testing kits, training, and much more. Recom-
mended for middle and high school teachers, students, scout groups, 4-H, and home schooled groups. All activi-
ties are correlated to the National Science Standards and the Ohio Academic Content Standards for science and 
social studies.  

Participants will be provided with instruction on activities in the morning and will peer teach in the afternoon. 
Everyone in attendance will receive the HWHP Educator Guide, Test Kit Manual, and training materials valued 
at $50.00 - FREE!  

For more information and to register by e-mail, please contact: Dennis Clement, Ohio 
EPA/OEE @ 614-644-2048 or dennis.clement@epa.state.oh.us.  



 

 

Upcoming Events for Educators    

TIE Conference 

 

“Teachers, Industry and the Environment” professional development    

opportunity sponsored by the Ohio Chemistry Technology Council and Ohio 

EPA Office of Environmental Education will be held on October   9-11, 2013 

in Dublin.  Sponsoring chemical companies will provide all expenses for up to 

60 teachers of grades 3-8 to attend this hands-on, inquiry based                  

conference.  Find more information and how to register at                        

http://www.ohiochemistry.org/aws/OCTC/pt/sp/tieconference  

The Educators Development Program (EDP) is back by popular demand! 

 

Three new 2-day natural resource workshops are being offered as part of the 
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation District’s Educators Develop-
ment Program (EDP).  The   registration deadline is June 27th or when any session reaches 
capacity (30 participants).  The cost is $50 per 2-day workshop, which will include educa-
tional materials, morning snacks, and lunch on both days. You may register for 1, 2 or all 3 
sessions. If you register for all three workshops, the total price will be discounted to $135  
rather than $150.   

    Workshop 1 - August 7-8,  at Salt Fork State Park for the drill on oil and gas exploration. 

    Workshop 2 - October 2-3 at Lake Hope State Park to learn about forest ecology, agro-forestry, and more. 

   Workshop 3 - November 6-7 at Caesar Creek State Park to dig into geology and fossil hunting. 

     For more information see: http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/water/tabid/23786/Default.aspx   

Project Underground is a K-12 interdisciplinary         
curriculum. The purpose of Project Underground is to 
create and build awareness of and responsible attitudes 
toward karst and cave resources and their management 
needs. Participants will gain a better understanding of 
how the underground environment is an important part 
of the  total environment.  

The next Project Underground training will take place on Wednesday, July 17, 2013 in Seneca County 

For more information see: http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/water/tabid/23786/Default.aspx   



 

 

 

   May: Gifts from the Garden Month 
 

   June: Perennial Gardening Month, National Candy Month 

 June 3-8: International Clothesline Week 

 June 5: World Environment Day  

 June 23: Public Service Day 

 

  July: National Picnic Month 
 July4: National Barbecue Day 

 July 11: Cheer Up the Lonely Day 

 

  August: National Catfish Month 
 August 7-13: National Smiles Week 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are equal opportunity 

providers and employers. 

What’s Up Doc? 
We wish Doc Jordan the best in his new adventures. Unfortunately for Franklin Soil 
and Water Doc has taken a full time position with another organization. Many students 
and teachers were encouraged, entertained and educated by Doc over his 5 years with 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District.  Dubbed “Sir Soil” by some of the 
teachers he worked with, he was known throughout the county for his animated  
presentation and gift of incorporating students in his programs.  

Interested in Scheduling a Program for the 2013-2014 School Year? 

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District provides presentations to school classes, as 
well as home school, after school, scout and 4-H groups. All of the programs are correlated 
with the new State Science Content Standards. The topics include soil and water natural    

resources, conservation, and human impact on the environment.   If you would like to schedule a Franklin Soil 
and Water Conservation District program for next school year, please contact Sherry Collins at 614-486-9613 
or email her at scollins@franklinswcd.org.   Remember, our schedules fill quickly so you’ll want to make 
sure you schedule at least one month in advance.  Due to popular demand we will only be able to provide one 
program per classroom per year, however we do have many models and kits for loan to enhance your soil and 
water  related lessons. You may contact Linda Pettit for details on the loan kits at: lpettit@franklinswcd.org.  

Bring the Farm to You is now scheduling their fall programs!  With a SOLD OUT summer, 
these farm educators are looking ahead to fall to schedule your farm animal visits, apple       
cidering, beekeeping, maple sugaring, worm composting, chick hatching, and wool               
programs.  Because of their growing popularity, they’ve recently hired more educators and are 
now offering whole-school multiple-program events!  Book a back-to-school celebration, some 
get-excited curriculum, or that fun incentive to get your students motivated this fall.  For more information 
about their program offerings, visit www.bringthefarmtoyou.com or contact them at (614) 560-5583 or at    
christa@bringthefarmtoyou.com.   


