
Farm Family (and Max) Help 
with Tree Sale 

When the Girl Scout troop arrived on 
a field trip, one scout remarked not 
on the expanse of farm fields or the 
bounty of fresh produce, but on one 
member of the Doran family, “I know 
a dog who lives here.” 
Yes, Max tends to steal the show at 
Doran’s Farm Market.  The friendly 
black lab even generated the sole 
comment on the Franklin Soil and 
Water Facebook page last year when 
tree-bundling pictures were posted; he 
has a teenage fan.  

Max has been helping Franklin Soil 
and Water staff, supervisors and 
volunteers prepare seedlings for tree 
sale pick-up for years, as have his 
owners, Michelle and Jim Doran.  The 
barn that during the growing season 
holds farm-grown strawberries, sweet 
corn, tomatoes, melons, green beans 
and pumpkins, becomes a production 
line to count, dip, bag and label 
the tens of thousands of bare-root 
seedlings sold each spring.
Making low-cost tree seedlings 

available to landowners is a tradition 
among almost all conservation 
districts.  Franklin Soil and Water 
had its first sale 51 years ago, but the 
Doran’s have us beat on tradition – 
their family farm was first recorded in 
Franklin County in 1840.  Since the 
district was formed only in 1946, we 
can’t say that the Dorans’ support for 
our conservation work extends 172 
years, but we can say it’s been a good 
long while.  Jim was first on the Board 
of Supervisors in 1996, after which he 
continued to lend his expertise in land 
stewardship on the associate board.

Michelle and Jim have two high 
school-age daughters, Megan and 
Renee, who work on the land, at the 
farm stand and at the various local 
farmers’ markets where the Dorans’ 
supply of fresh, locally grown fruit 
and vegetables have a popular 
following. 

Edible Landscaping Now 
Includes Peaches!

Yes, you can grow peaches in Ohio!  
Those luscious fruits of the south and 
Georgia’s best known crop have been 

cultivated for thousands of years.  
Peaches, often considered the “Queen” 
of the fruits, are second only to apples 
in popularity and now you can easily 
grow them in your own backyard. 
Peach trees are hardy to zone 5, 
and the new USDA hardiness zone 
of central Ohio is the warmer 6a.  
Because they bloom early in the 
spring, they have often suffered bud 
damage from late frosts.
New peach varieties have been 
developed for more cold tolerance and 
improved disease resistance.  Cultivar 
selection is extremely important to 
ensure success.  There are hundreds 
of peach cultivars, but there are two 
main types, the freestones and the 
clingstones. 
We have carefully selected two 
freestone varieties that are highly rated 
both for winter hardiness and very 
high resistance to bacterial spot.  The 
Peach Packet contains one of each. 
Starfire, a productive new variety 
from the Stellar® Series, has fruit 
that is brilliant red, very firm, and 
with excellent quality.  This peach 
ripens around the beginning of August.  
Encore will ripen a month later, in 
early September.  It is another yellow-
fleshed peach, with large, firm fruit.  
It is vigorous and hardy.  Peaches do 
not require cross pollination to set 
satisfactory crops.  These two varieties 
were selected for different ripening 
times to extend the harvest season.
Peach trees have a life expectancy of 
20 years and will grow to around 15 
feet at maturity.  Peaches should be 
planted in full sun, in well-drained 
soil.  They will usually start to bear a 
few years after planting and a mature 
tree can eventually be expected to 
yield over 30 pounds of fruit yearly.

Michelle and Jim Doran with Max at their farm near New Albany
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As the local foods movement has 
grown, we have increased the number 
of edible plants we sell in our annual 
tree sale.  Although we try to stay with 
native species throughout the tree sale, 
that would limit us when it comes to 
fruit.  
This year we are offering peaches, 
apples, blackberries, blueberries, red 
raspberries, and shiitake mushrooms. 
Already ordered fruit last year?  These 
are different varieties offered than 
last year with different ripening and 
bloom times.  To help in your success, 
we are offering the Midwest Home 
Fruit Production Guide (148 pages).  
Information on proper planting 
techniques, maintenance practices, 
and how to identify and manage fruit 
pests and diseases are covered in the 
guide.  It is an excellent reference for 
anyone with an interest in home fruit 
production.

Blueberry Packet:  This year’s 
blueberry packet includes two Blueray 
and two Duke blueberries in one-
liter containers.  Plants will be 12-18 
inches tall.  Blueray ripens in mid-
July with very sweet, light-blue fruits 
resistant to cracking.  Blueray matures 
to a five to six-foot tall bush that 
becomes a blaze of crimson in the fall, 
so it is ideal arranged as an informal 
hedge. 
 Duke is a heavy, consistent producer 

with attractive, firm, light-blue, 
high-quality berries. Duke blooms 
late but ripens early, which protects 
the blossoms from spring frosts.  
Blueberries require acidic soils, 
so be sure to do a soil test and add 
appropriate soil amendments. 
Red Raspberry Packet:  This year 
we will be offering Caroline Red 
raspberry in packets of five plants.  
Caroline is an everbearing (grows a 
cane and produces fruit in the same 
growing season) red raspberry, which 
produces two crops a year, or can be 
cut back in the winter and produce 
once a year.  It produces large, very 
sweet, firm fruit and is resistant to root 
rot and yellow rust.  
Blackberry Packet:  This year we 
will be offering Prime Jan blackberry 
in packets of five plants.  This variety 
will grow a cane and produce fruit in 
the same growing season.  A thorny 

blackberry with good 
upright growth, it 
should not require 
trellising if tipped.  
Fruit ripens in the 
autumn on new canes. 
Apple Packet:  
Two red disease-
resistant varieties 
are included, Liberty 
and Enterprise.  
Recommended by 
OSU, these apple 
trees are nearly 
immune to apple 
scab and show very 

good resistance to fire blight, powdery 
mildew and cedar apple rust.  Liberty 
is a medium-sized yellow-fleshed 
dessert apple maturing in September, 
and Enterprise is a deep red, medium-
to-large apple that matures in October.  
A packet includes one of each semi-
dwarf variety.
Shiitake Mushroom Kits:  Shiitake 
mushrooms are a favorite of many 
– dried, fresh or sautéed. Here’s an 

opportunity to grow mushrooms for 
your own gourmet meals.  The grow-
your-own shiitake mushroom kit 
includes spawn plugs sufficient for 
10 40-inch-logs, bee’s wax, a wax 
dauber and labeling tags.  The grower 
suggests using freshly cut oak logs 
that are two to four inches in diameter 
and 40 inches long.  Each kit includes 
a fact sheet with directions on how to 
plug the logs and maintain them.  We 
will also offer oak logs at $2.00 each 
on the day of the tree sale pick-up.

Growing mushrooms requires a little 
patience; the plugs usually take 10 
to 14 months to bear mushrooms, 
but each log can last up to four years 
after plugging.  The mushrooms 
have a three-part growing process: 
inoculation (plugging the logs), 
laying (time it takes for the log to be 
colonized by the mushroom spawn), 
and fruiting.   A shady area is a perfect 
place for growing mushrooms, and the 
logs will produce them during spring, 
cool summer periods, and fall. 
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Frankly Speaking is published by 
Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District, 1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101, 
Columbus OH 43215.  If you would like 
to be added to or removed from the 
Frankly Speaking mailing list, please 
call (614) 486-9613 or use the “Contact 
Us” button at www.franklinswcd.org.  
You can also receive a link to  Frankly 
Speaking by e-mail.  Contact Mary 
Ann Brouillette at mbrouillette@
franklinswcd.org or (614) 486-9613.

Blueberries in bloom at a nursery.

USDA ARS Image Gallery

Edible Landscaping Packets

You can grow your own gourmet mushrooms.

www.franklinswcd.org


The Riparian Packet is for planting 
along pond and stream banks to 
provide erosion protection and bank 
stabilization.  It includes two each 
of button bush, nannyberry, pussy 
willow, river birch and spice bush.
The Bee and Butterfly Packet 
includes plants chosen for the pollen 
and nectar they provide.  The yellow 
flowers of the tulip poplar and 
spicebush, and the white flowers of 
the pagoda dogwood, black locust 
and ninebark, add beauty to the 
landscape as well as provide food for 
pollinators.  This packet includes two 
each of pagoda dogwood, black locust, 
ninebark, tulip poplar, and spicebush.
Add some color to your yard 
this autumn with our Fall Color 
Packet.  The plants in this packet 
have wonderful fall color from 
brilliant yellows to intense reds.  The 
reds include fragrant sumac, red 
chokeberry, black gum (one of the 
first trees to change color, and an 
excellent food for wildlife) and red 
maple.  The yellows include the sweet 
shrub (maroon flowers in spring) and 
sassafras.  This packet includes two 
each of red chokeberry, sassafras, 
sweet shrub, fragrant sumac, and one 
each of black gum and red maple.
The Homeowner Packet includes a 
selection of native plants that would 
benefit any homeowner’s landscape.  
This packet includes two each of white 
cedar, flowering dogwood, red twig 
dogwood, scarlet oak, and eastern 
redbud.  White cedar provides food for 
wildlife as well as privacy screening; 
flowering dogwood and eastern redbud 
provide beautiful flowers in the spring; 
and red twig dogwood provides white 
flowers in the spring as well as winter 
interest with its red twigs.  Scarlet oak 
provides a stately shade tree for future 
generations to enjoy.
The Ohio Hardwood Forest Packet 
is inspired by Ohio’s own hardwood 
forests.  A collection of large native 

trees, this packet includes two each 
of American beech, black cherry, 
bitternut hickory, sugar maple and 
white oak.
The Birds and Wildlife Packet 
includes two each of highbush 
cranberry, elderberry, American 
hazelnut, and shagbark hickory.  These 
species provide browse for wildlife in 
the fall and berries for birds through 
the summer, with highbush cranberry 
providing an important survival food 
through the winter.
Dormant live stakes are used on 
small to medium-sized streams with 
steep or eroding 
banks to provide 
stabilization. Live 
staking involves the 
insertion and tamping 
of dormant, rootable, 
vegetative cuttings 
into the ground, 
where they will form 
a living root mat that 
reinforces and binds 
soil particles. We have 
two-foot stakes of 
arrowwood viburnum 
and pussy willow in 
bundles of five.
Pussy willow is a single-stemmed 
shrub species that is good 
bioengineering material.  The early 
show of catkins is the first sign of 
spring and provides wildlife habitat. 
Arrowwood viburnum is a flowering 
shrub with white flowers in late spring.  
It provides late-summer food for 
wildlife as well as nesting cover for 
birds.
The wildflower seed packets are 
supplied by an Ohio grower.  The
Native Ohio Prairie Wildflower Mix 
contains big bluestem, little bluestem, 
side-oats grama, Indian grass and 
nodding wild rye grasses.  The forbes 
in the mix are butterfly weed, smooth 
aster, partridge pea, purple coneflower, 
rattlesnake master, dense blazingstar, 

bergamot, foxglove beardtongue, grey-
headed coneflower, black-eyed Susan, 
royal catchfly, prairie dock, showy 
goldenrod, Ohio spiderwort, ox-eye 
and baptisia.
The Pollinator Wildflower Mix 
contains these native Ohio perennials:  
eastern columbine, dense blazing 
star, purple coneflower, Riddell’s 
goldenrod, royal catchfly, bergamot, 
foxglove beardtongue, lance leaf 
coreopsis, ox-eye and butterfly 
milkweed.  It also contains these 
native American annuals: black-eyed 
Susan, cosmos, scarlet sage and plains 
coreopsis.

New for the 2012 Sale:

The DIY Rain Barrel Kit from 
EarthMinded™ contains all the parts 
you need to convert any suitable 
watertight container into a rain barrel.  
The patented Flexifit™ downspout 
diverter automatically passes excess 
water through the downspout to 
prevent overflow when the barrel is 
full.  A hole saw is included.
Zinc Garden Labels are a perfect 
long-term solution for marking plant 
varieties, garden rows, sections and 
more.  The ten inch tall labels have 
metal support legs and are available 
with either zinc or copper writing 
surfaces.  The face plates measure two 
and one-half inches by one inch.

  Black locust flowers (available in the Bee and Butterfly Packet).
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Tree and Shrub Packets, Wildflower Seed Mixes and New Conservation Tools
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Eastern white pine (8-12” seedlings)
This evergreen has a mature height range 
of 50-80’. Full sun is preferred. Very 
resistant to drought. Good cover tree for 
birds and other wildlife.

Flowering dogwood (12-18” seedlings)
This small tree has a mature height range 
of 20-40’. Fall color varies between red 
and red/purple. Red berries. Prefers acidic 
soil in part sun.

Kentucky coffeetree (12-18” seedlings)
This large tree has a mature height range 
of 40-75’. Full sun to part shade preferred. 
Tolerant of dry soils. Greenish white flowers 
in spring turn to brown  pods in fall.

Black gum (12-18” seedlings)
This large tree has a mature height range 
of 40-60’. Full sun to part shade preferred. 
Tolerant of wet soils. Brilliant deep red 
scheme of fall color.

White spruce (10-18” seedlings)
This evergreen ranges in mature height 
40-60’. Full sun is preferred. Tolerant of 
drought. Good tree for a windbreak or 
wildlife.

Northern red oak (1 gallon container)
This large tree has a height range of 60-
75’. Full sun preferred. Fall color is russet 
red to scarlet. Acorns provide food source 
for many wildlife species.

Ohio buckeye (1 gallon container)
Ohio’s state tree has a height range of 
50-60’. Part-shade in youth preferred, 
growing into full sun. Fall color is deep 
orange-red. Fruit is the buckeye nut.

Sweetbay magnolia (1 quart container)
This small tree has a height range of 10-
20’. White flowers that form into a cluster 
of red seeds. Sun to part-shade preferred. 
Can be sensitive to drought.

Red maple (1 quart container)
This large tree has a height range of 40-
60’. Sun to part-sun preferred. Fall color 
is brilliant orange to red. Versatile tree that 
does well in moist sites.

Fragrant sumac (12-18” seedlings)
This shrub has a height range of 2-6’. Sun 
to part shade preferred. Prefers acidic, 
well-drained soil. Fall color is orange to 
red to reddish purple.

American larch (1 gallon container)
Unique cone-bearing tree that loses its 
needles in the fall. Mature height range 
of 70-75’. Full sun. Prefers moist sites. 
Yellow fall color.

Red chokeberry (12-18” seedlings)
This shrub has a mature height range of 
6-10’. Tolerant of periodic flooding. Sun 
to part shade. Fall color is crimson. A 
favorite of birds and wildlife.

Sweet shrub (12-18” seedlings)
This shrub has a height range of 6-9’. 
Tolerant of both wet and dry soils. Sun 
to part shade. Maroon flowers with fruity 
fragrance.

Eastern redbud (12-18” seedlings)
This spring favorite small tree has a height 
range of 20-30’. Purple flowers in spring. 
Yellow fall color. Tolerant of sun to part 
shade. Tolerant of wet soils.

Allegheny serviceberry (12-18” seed-
lings)  This small tree has a mature height 
range of 20-25’. Prefers partly shaded 
sites, not full sun. Small white flowers in 
spring. Fall color is yellow/orange/red. 

Chestnut oak (12-18” seedlings)
This large tree has a mature height range 
of 50-70’. Full sun to part shade preferred. 
Tolerant of dry soils. Acorns eaten by 
wide range of wildlife.

Tree and shrub photos obtained with permission from: Cincinnati Zoo’s Plant Places (All but eastern redbud and American larch),  and Dr. David 
Lee (American larch photo taken at Harvard Pond in Petersham, MA in Oct. 2004).

Individual Bare-root and Container Trees (See page 3 for species sold in multi-species packets)
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Packet Common Name Scientific Name Size 
(inches)

No. in 
packet Price  Qty. Total 

Cost
Tree and shrub seedlings, container trees and packets

A Eastern white pine Pinus strobus 8-12 25 $15
B White spruce Picea glauca 10-18 10 $9
C Black gum Nyssa sylvatica 12-18 5 $8
D Chestnut oak Quercus prinus 12-18 5 $8

E Kentucky coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 12-18 5 $8
F Allegheny serviceberry Amelanchier laevis 12-18 5 $8
G Flowering dogwood Cornus florida 12-18 5 $8
H Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis 12-18 5 $8
I Red chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia 12-18 5 $8
J Sweet shrub Calycanthus floridus 12-18 5 $8
K Fragrant sumac Rhus aromatica 12-18 5 $8
L American larch Larix laricina 1 gal. 1 $8
M Sweetbay magnolia Magnolia virginiana 1 qt. 1 $8
N Red maple Acer rubrum 1 qt. 1 $8
O Northern red oak Quercus rubra 1 gal. 1 $8
P Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra 1 gal 1 $8

RP Riparian Packet see page 3 6-12 10 $22
PP Bee and Butterfly Packet see page 3 12-18 10 $22
FC Fall Color Packet see page 3 12-18 10 $22
HP Homeowner Packet see page 3 12-18 10 $22
OH Ohio Hardwood Forest Packet see page 3 12-18 10 $22

BW Birds and Wildlife Packet see page 3 12-18 10 $22

SM Shiitake Mushroom Packet see page 3 plugs $25

BL Blueberry Packet 2 ‘Blueray’, 2 ‘Duke’ (p. 2) 12-18 4 $26

RR Red Raspberry Packet 5 ‘Carolina Red’ (p. 2) 5 $15

BB Blackberry Packet 5 ‘Prime-Jan’ (p. 2) 5 $20

PE Peach packet 1 ‘Starfire’, 1 ‘Encore’ (p.1) 2 $30

Perennials
CI Dwarf crested iris Iris cristata 1 gal. $10
CF Cinnamon fern Osmunda cinnamomea 1.5 gal. $10
BC Black cohosh Actaea pachypoda 2 gal. $10
GS Goldenseal Hydrastis canadensis 1.5 gal. $10
BU Butterfly weed Asclepias tuberosa 2” pot $3
CA Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis 2” pot $3
SS Showy sunflower Helianthus rigidus 2” pot $3
BF Blue flag iris Iris virginiana shrevei 2” pot $3
SA Short’s aster Aster shortii 2” pot $3
QP Queen of the prairie Filipendula rubra 2” pot $3
RC Royal catchfly Silene regia 2” pot $3
BS Rough blazingstar Liatris aspera 2” pot $3
TH Turtlehead Chelone glabra 2” pot $3

Tree Sale Order Form (continues on page 6)
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Packet Item Number  in packet Price Quantity Total Cost
Conservation Kits and Supplies

RG Rain Garden Kit (pick-up MAY 16) 38 plugs (mix of native perennials 
and grasses to cover 75 sq. ft.) $82

BT Blue Thumb Rain Garden Manual 1 $18

RS CORGI Rain Garden Sign (2 ft. x 3 ft.) 1 $15

PT Perennial Plant Markers 1 (see page 3) $1

RB DIY Rain Barrel Kit 1 (see page 3) $30
CO Compost Bin (black recycled plastic) 1 $75

Wildflower Seed Mixes

NO Native Ohio prairie wildflower mix   1/4 oz. (see page 3) $7

PO Pollinator wildflower mix 1/4 oz. (see page 3) $7

Tree-planting Supplies
TT Perma-Tags tree ID tags 5 $1
FT Fertilizer tablets 5 $1
TK Tree kit: guard with stake, tag, tablet 5 $8

Live Stakes
PW Pussy willow, 2’ cutting 5 $10
RO Arrowwood viburnum, 2’ cutting 5 $10

Additional Conservation Tools
FG Mid-west Home Fruit Production Guide 1 (see page 2) $19
TA Toad abode 1 $18
BA Bat box 1 $18

My Contribution to Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Fund

Your Tree Sale Total Cost $

Tree Sale Order Form (continued from page 5)

Instructions:
1. Cut out pages 5 and 6. 
2. Circle Packet, and fill in Quantity and Total Cost for each item you choose.
3. Add both Total Cost columns (page 5 and page 6) for Your Tree Sale Total Cost.
4. Fill out customer information below.
5. Write check to Franklin Soil and Water (separate checks for Fish Sale and Tree Sale, please).
6. Mail pages 5 and 6, with check, to Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District , 1328 Dublin 

Road, Suite 101, Columbus, OH 43215.  You can mail Tree Sale and Fish Sale orders together.
7. Pick up your order at the above address on Friday, April 20 from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 

Saturday, April 21 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Trees not picked up will be considered a donation.

Name of Individual or Organization

Contact Name If Organization Is Listed Above

Complete Address

E-mail for Pick-up Reminder

Daytime Phone Number

You can also order online at

www.franklinswcd.org
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Largemouth bass, channel catfish and 
bluegill are recommended species 
for stocking Ohio lakes and ponds.  
Forage species, such as minnow or 
bluegill, should be stocked as a food 
source for largemouth bass.  Stocking 
rates will vary according to pond size.
Guidelines for a one-acre pond are 
100 largemouth bass, 500 bluegill, 
100 channel catfish, and 5 to 10 white 
amur (depending on the quantity and 
species of pond weeds).  
Yellow perch are commonly thought 
of as competitors of bluegill.  They 
do eat the same food, but cohabit 
well when they are stocked with 
a 1:1:1 ratio of bass, bluegill and 
perch. Yellow perch will spawn in 
early April, while bluegill will spawn 
in late May.  Yellow perch prefer 
overhanging brush or vegetation in 

about four feet of water for their eggs. 
White amur (grass carp) are members 
of the minnow family, can attain 
weights in excess of 50 pounds and 
live up to 15 years.  These fish are 
quite useful for vegetation control. 
Leafy, rooted aquatic plants, such as 
pondweed and coontail, are white 
amur’s preferred food, but amur 
may not be effective for controlling 
milfoil, water meal, filamentous algae 
or pond lilies.  The white amur sold 
by Franklin Soil and Water are sterile 
triploid and cannot reproduce.  It is 
important that you do not overstock 
these fish, as some aquatic weeds in 
your pond are desirable for oxygen 
production and fish habitat.  
   • To pick up fish, bring water from 
the pond you plan to stock, about five 

gallons of water per 100 fish of each
species.  For white amur, bring five 
gallons of water for every two fish. 
The best container is a 30-gallon trash 
can with a plastic bag containing 
pond water.  Put a plastic bag into any 
container before adding pond water so 
that oxygen can be added before the 
bag is tied closed. 
   • When you pick up your fish, 
deliver them to your pond immediately.
   • Fish are guaranteed to be in good 
condition, however Franklin Soil and
Water does not guarantee survival after
you have stocked them in your pond.
   • No refunds are available.
   • You may also order online at
www.franklinswcd.org.
   • The last day to order is Friday,
March 23, 2011.

Fish Sale Information and Order Form

Name of Individual or Organization

Contact Name If Organization Is Listed Above

Complete Address

Daytime Phone Number

E-mail for Pick-up Reminder

Instructions:
1. Cut out the this page. 
2. Fill in Quantity and Total Cost for each fish you choose and add Total Cost column.
3. Fill out customer information below.
4. Write check to Franklin Soil and Water (separate checks for Fish Sale and Tree Sale, please).
5. Mail order with check to Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District , 1328 Dublin Road, Suite 101, Columbus, 

OH 43215.  You can mail Tree Sale and Fish Sale orders together.
6. Pick up your order at the above address on Thursday March 29 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. only.   

Species Size (inches) Cost Quantity Total Cost
Bluegill 2-4 $0.75 each

Channel catfish 4-5 $0.75 each

Largemouth bass 2-4 $0.80 each

Yellow perch 2-4 $0.75 each

Minnow 1-2 $0.10 each

White amur 8-14 $13.00 each

Farm Pond Management Guide $20.00 each

Total Cost $
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Important
 Fish Sale 

Dates

Important
 Tree Sale 

Dates

March 8:  Pond Clinic.  Call or check online for more 
information at (614) 486-9613 or www.franklinswcd.org

March 23:  Last day to order fish.

March 29:  Fish Sale pick-up from noon to 1:00 p.m.

March 30:  Last day to order trees.

April 20:  Tree Sale pick-up from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m
April 21:  Tree Sale pick-up from 8:00 a.m. until noon 

May 16:  Rain Garden Kit pick-up from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

www.franklinswcd.org

