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Conservation Stewardship Award Presented to Karl Wetherholt, Gahanna City Engineer 

Awarded at Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting 
 
09/19/14 FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO—Karl Wetherholt, City Engineer for the City of Gahanna, was presented 
with a 2014 Conservation Stewardship Award at the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District (FSWCD) 
Annual Meeting on September 18. Wetherholt was recognized for his many years of partnering with FSWCD on 
stormwater green infrastructure projects. 

 
Wetherholt has been an active supporter of including green infrastructure in municipal stormwater projects 
and in private development in Gahanna. According to US EPA, green infrastructure “uses natural hydrologic 
features to manage water and provide environmental and community benefits.” An example of the innovative 
projects Wetherholt encouraged is the Farmwood Place Pilot Street Infiltration project that uses porous pavers 
in place of a traditional concrete gutter to allow stormwater to enter an underground detention area instead 
of running off to a nearby stream. A larger water quality project Wetherholt was involved with is at Gahanna 
Woods where an in-stream diversion weir and staged wetland ponds reduce flooding and erosion. The ponds 
also settle silt and provide biological processes to reduce pollutant loads in the stream. 
 
According to FSWCD urban conservationist David Reutter, “Karl is an avid outdoorsman and has probably 
paddled more areas of our rivers than most of us. He has also listened to and entertained many of my “bolder” 
suggestions regarding stormwater infrastructure. I will miss dropping in for a chat after he retires this year.” 

 
Wetherholt is a resident of the Clintonville neighborhood in Columbus, Ohio. 
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The mission of Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote land-use decisions for the 
conservation, protection and improvement of soil and water resources by providing information assistance 
through effective partnering, technical guidance and education. 

mailto:mbrouillette@franklinswcd.org

