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Importance of Trees Highlights Need for Annual Tree Sale  

If trees are the duct tape and baling wire of the natural world, then Franklin Soil and 
Water’s annual tree sale is the home improvement store to visit. The simple act of 
planting trees helps fix many natural resource problems that crop up in developed 
landscapes. Tree roots hold soil in place along streams with eroding banks. Trees 
intercept, and absorb through their roots, vast amounts of rainfall that would otherwise 
runoff the land, carrying pollutants and eroding streambanks.  Trees provide cover and 
food for wildlife living in disconnected habitats. Trees increase insect biodiversity, 
helping to keep pests in check. Trees mitigate the heat-island effect, where cities are 
hotter than the surrounding countryside. Mature trees in a neighborhood increase 
property values. The presence of trees and green space has even been shown to 
increase concentration, improve student grades and provide relaxation to urban 
residents. 

The tree, shrub and perennial wildflower species offered are all native to Ohio or 
cultivars of native species (e.g. thornless honeylocust). Not only are native species 
adapted to Ohio’s weather patterns, they provide food and cover for mammals, birds 
and insects, increasing local biodiversity. Dr. Douglas Tallamy, author of Bringing 
Nature Home, has written that, “90% of all species of insect herbivores can successfully 
reproduce only on plant lineages with which they have shared an evolutionary history” 
and that “96% of all terrestrial birds in North America rear their young in part or entirely 
on insects.”  

Not forgetting the human herbivores, the annual tree sale also includes edible 
landscaping (not native to Ohio). This year there are raspberries, blackberries, 
blueberries, peach and pear trees, and even a shiitake mushroom-growing kit. 

Some of the tree seedlings are available in themed packets for specific conservation 
uses. Among the six packets are the Ash Replacement Packet, with fast-growing (for 
trees) replacements for trees removed because of the emerald ash borer; the 
Honeysuckle Replacement Packet, for those on a mission to rid their land of invasive 
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bush honeysuckle; and the Scarlet and Gray Packet, for those who need to incorporate 
their love of the Buckeyes even in their landscaping.  

Landowners with ponds can purchase not only a Pond Habitat Packet to provide bank 
stabilization and wildlife habitat, but also the fish to stock their pond. Bluegill, channel 
catfish, largemouth bass, yellow perch, minnow and white amur are available. 

Most of the tree species are bare-root ‘conservation’ seedlings. The small size keeps 
prices low and transportation and planting easier. It also means that the seedlings 
should be planted immediately for best survival. 

A complete listing of available species and online ordering is available at 
www.franklinswcd.org.    

Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is the natural resource agency in Franklin County 
with the sole purpose of promoting conservation and responsible land use for better water 
quality and natural resource management.  This is accomplished through establishing 
partnerships, providing technical guidance and targeted environmental education. 
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