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GreenSpot Rain Barrel Program Expanded for 2012 
 
The GreenSpot Rain Barrel program has launched for 2012!  Developed by the City 
of Columbus and Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District in 2011, the rain 
barrel program has expanded this year to include unincorporated Franklin County, 
Canal Winchester, Gahanna, Hilliard, Upper Arlington and Worthington.  
Homeowners in these areas, after learning about water conservation and the effects 
of storm water on surface water quality, can purchase an attractive, terracotta-
colored, 45-gallon rain barrel for only $50.00. 
 
The GreenSpot Rain Barrel Program allows homeowners, residing in their homes in 
the participating areas, to purchase one rain barrel in either of two ways.  In-
person workshops are being offered throughout Franklin County, allowing 
homeowners to mail in a registration form with a check for $50 and take their 
barrel home with them.  An online self-study program offers a slide presentation on 
storm water issues, rain barrel use and water conservation, followed by a 10-
question quiz.  When the homeowner passes the quiz with a score of at least 70%, 
a PayPal page opens allowing the purchase of one rain barrel for $50.00.  Those 
ordering online will pick up their barrels at the Franklin Soil and Water office, 1328 
Dublin Road, Suite 101, Columbus OH 43215. 
 
The in-person workshops are being facilitated by members of the local watershed 
groups Friends of Alum Creek and Tributaries (FACT) and Friends of the Lower 
Olentangy Watershed (FLOW), in addition to Franklin Soil and Water staff. 
 
Local governments are interested in introducing their residents to rain barrels as a 
way to discuss storm water runoff.  When rain runs off hard surfaces such as roofs, 
roads and parking lots, it carries pollutants unfiltered to local streams.  The surge 
of water entering streams during a storm also leads to streambank erosion and 
flooding.  By intercepting runoff that would normally be piped to the curb, rain 
barrels can lessen this impact. 



 
Water conservation is another benefit of interest to participating governments.  
Using potable water to irrigate gardens uses both the water and the energy 
required to make it drinkable.  Not using potable water for irrigation is also a cost 
savings to homeowners.  Watering for one hour with a one-half-inch hose can cost 
about $4.00 each week.  Five months of watering equates to $80 for water over the 
course of the growing season.  
 
This innovative program originated with a pilot project of the Columbus Department 
of Public Utilities in 2009.  Columbus partnered with EarthMinded, a rain barrel 
manufacturer, to distribute free rain barrels to an area in the Clintonville 
neighborhood of Columbus.  In June of 2011, Mayor Michael B. Coleman announced 
the Columbus GreenSpot Backyard Conservation Rain Barrel Program to be 
administered by Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District.  From July through 
October of 2011, approximately 800 rain barrels were distributed to homeowners in 
the City of Columbus. 
 
The Web site for the GreenSpot Rain Barrel Program is 
http://GreenSpotRainBarrels.org  
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Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is the natural resource agency in 
Franklin County with the sole purpose of promoting conservation and responsible 
land use for better water quality and natural resource management.  This is 
accomplished through establishing partnerships, providing technical guidance and 
targeted environmental education. 
 
 
 


