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Friendliest Public Election in 2012 to Take Place October 18 
 
In this season of polarization, there is a public election being held in Franklin 
County that carries no rancor, no ill-will, no stretched truths and no spin.  On 
October 18th the election of two supervisors to the Franklin Soil and Water 
Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors will be held, as it has for the last 66 
years. The three candidates running for the two positions, Jessica D’Ambrosia, Katie 
Renner and Paul Rosile will continue to support the district no matter the outcome.  
Candidate and current member of the board, Katie Renner, felt that she could 
speak for all three of the candidates when she said that, “Any one of us would be 
happy to serve in any role, board member, associate board member or partner in a 
project. It is inspiring to be involved, in any capacity, with the talented and 
committed staff of Franklin Soil and Water.”  {Katie Renner can be reached on her 
cell phone at 260-3670, for additional quotes.} 
 
And it’s a good thing she and the other candidates feel that way, because the job of 
supervisor is unpaid and requires attendance at monthly board meetings.  Board 
members are also expected to attend the yearly meeting of the Ohio Federation of 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts and generally be available to offer their 
expertise when called on by staff.  And it’s not exactly a stepping-stone to a 
political career; the number of voters in last year’s election numbered around 100.   
 
When contacted for a quote, current board chair Mark Dilley was standing on the 
shores of Grand Lake St. Mary’s, where he has been working on the blue-green 
algae problem.  Asked why he ran for the board, his reply was three-fold, “I was 
supportive of the mission of Franklin Soil and Water, I wanted to give back to the 
community and it was a great opportunity to network with other professionals in 
the field.”  When asked why he was not running again after two terms, Dilley 
responded that he hoped to remain involved with the district as an associate board 
member, but that he was just “crazy busy.”  Between running his company MAD 
Scientist and Associates and becoming a lecturer in wetland ecology at the Ohio 
State University, Dilley simply hasn’t the time.  {Mark Dilley can be reached on his 
cell phone at 531-9156 for additional quotes.} 
   



The election of members of the Board of Supervisors is a public election under Ohio 
Revised Code 1515.  Each conservation district is overseen by a board of five 
volunteer supervisors who must be residents of the county and at least 18 years 
old.  Voting takes place from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. during the annual meeting, or can 
be accomplished by voting with an absentee ballot.  In addition to Franklin County 
residents, non-residents who own land in the county are also eligible to vote with a 
notarized affidavit of eligibility.  Biographies of the candidates can be found at 
http://www.franklinswcd.org/2012/09/2012-candidates-for-board-of-supervisors/  
 
In addition to the election, the evening will include dinner, conservation awards and 
a silent auction that benefits the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation Fund, which 
supports the implementation of small conservation projects throughout Franklin 
County. 
 
 
WHAT: Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting and Board of 
Supervisors’ Election 
 
WHERE: The Boat House at Confluence Park, 679 W. Spring St., Columbus, OH 
43215 
 
WHEN: Thursday, October 18, 2012.  Registration and networking starts at 5:00 
p.m., dinner at 6:15 and panel discussion at 7:00. 
 
WHO: Local government representatives; educators; developers, environmental 
consultants and other land-use businesses; advocacy organizations; landowners; 
and anyone who cares about conservation in Franklin County 
 
HOW: Registration through www.franklinswcd.org or by calling the office at (614) 
486-9613 
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The mission of Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote 
responsible land use decisions for the conservation, protection and improvement of 
soil and water resources by providing information assistance through effective 
partnering, technical guidance and education. 
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